
Smoke Alarms:  
A Sound You Can Live With
Smoke alarms are a very important 
means of preventing home fire fatalities 
by providing an early warning signal so 
you and your family can escape.  Accord-
ing to the U.S. Fire Administration 
(USFA), an estimated 385,500 fires occur 
in residential buildings every year result-
ing in 2,770 civilian deaths and 13,250 
injuries. When a smoke alarm sounds it is 
time for you to spring into action. 

You can prevent tragedy simply by testing 
and maintaining your smoke alarms and 
practicing a fire escape plan.  Make sure 
your home fire escape plan is up to date 
and everyone in the home knows what  
to do when the smoke alarm sounds.  
Practice your plan often.  Remember,  
the theme for this year’s fire prevention 
week, October 3 – 9, is “Smoke Alarms:  
A Sound You Can Live With.” 
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For information and resources on this subject visit www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus
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