
U.S. Wildland Fire Season 
2011 Review & 2012 Outlook 



The Wildland Fire Community 

The wildland fire community is comprised of: 
• USDA Forest Service 
• U.S. Department of the Interior (Bureau of Land Management, National Park 

Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
• States (through National Association of State Foresters) 
• Local Fire Departments 

All are linked together through a comprehensive interagency 
system that was implemented in the 1970’s 

http://www.fire.blm.gov/Standards/BLM_Preparedness_Checklists.htm�
http://www.nifc.gov/references/checklists.html�
http://www.nifc.gov/references/checklists.html�
http://www.nifc.gov/references/OIG_Training_Officers_Preparedness_Review_Checklist.doc�
http://www.nifc.gov/references/checklists.html�
http://www.stateforesters.org/�


2011: 74,126 wildland fires.* 

* Data from the Fire and Aviation Web Applications System. 



2011: 8,711,367 acres burned 



1,655 significant wildland fires. 



1,655 significant fires. 



2011: Seven days at PL 4 (none at PL 5). 



Resource Mobilizations Processed Through the NICC 
 
 
    2011  10 Year Avg. 
Type 1 IMTs:   37  47 
Tactical Crews:  779  1,024 
Engines:   1,514  1,229 
Overhead:   10,632 12,415 
Type 1 Helicopters:  159  192 
Type 2 Helicopters:  154  223 
Heavy Air Tankers:  360  235 
 
 
Military MAFFS:  1,190,000 774,000 
(gallons dropped) 



Military & International Mobilizations 
 
Four Modular Airborne Firefighting System (MAFFS) 
activations to: 
- Texas (to support Mexico fires). 
- New Mexico (to support Southwest fires). 
- Idaho (to support Northwest fires). 
- Texas (to support Texas fires). 

 
 

Canada provided to the US: 
- Five Convair 580 air tankers and three aerial supervision 
modules.  
- Twenty smokejumpers to Montana.  
- Manitoba provided two water scooping air tankers to 
Minnesota.  



As of Apr 30 2011 2012 10 Year Average 

National Fires = 22,559 (95%)  
Acres = 2,382,694 (259%) 

Fires = 17,857 (75%)  
Acres = 373,479 (41%) 

Fires = 23,732 
Acres = 919,941  

2011 2011 











• The mobilization of resources is 
covered in local dispatch plans 
for local level responses 

• Mobilization Guides at each of 
the Geographic Regions and 
the National level support 
movement of resources 
regionally and nationally 

• Resources are pre-positioned 
and moved in response to 
conditions 
 



Wildland and structural 
firefighting resources can be 

mobilized to/from anywhere in 
the country 



Questions? 

Gordy Sachs 
U.S. Forest Service, Fire & Aviation Management 

gsachs@fs.fed.us 
202-205-1132 (DC) 

540-265-5122 (Roanoke) 
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