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Types of UAS Authorization 
• Public (governmental) 

– Activities completely contained in active Special Use Airspace 
(Restricted and Warning Areas) 

– Certificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA) 
• Civil (non-governmental) 

– Type Certifications 
• Existing type certifications with Insitu (Boeing) and Aerovironment  

– Both small UAS 
– May be used for commercial operations 

– Special Airworthiness Certificate in the Experimental Category 
and Special Flight Permits for production flight testing  

• Currently used for development, marketing and research 
• Rules limit commercial use 

– Exemption under P.L. 112-95, Section 333 
– Private recreational use (toys, model aircraft) 
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LEA, Fire and First Responders… 
A Growing Area for Small UAS  
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Common Strategy for Law 
Enforcement/First Responders 
• Small UAS (sUAS) give law enforcement 

agencies (LEA) tactical advantages and 
enhance the ability to serve and protect 

• Require rapid access and reduced costs in 
order for sUAS to be effective 

• Early COA process was cumbersome 
– did not provide for rapid “9-1-1” deployment 

• New Common Strategy 
– Establishes “The Defined Incident Perimeter”  
– Proponent must complete a Safety Risk Analysis Plan 

(SRAP) 
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The Approach to Public Safety Needs 
The FAA believes the safest, most successful jurisdiction-
wide deployment of sUAS technology supporting public 
safety agencies is accomplished through a two-phase 
process.  
 

• Phase I – Training. The initial COA application permits LEA’s 
to conduct necessary ground and flight training to bring all 
pilots, observers and ground crewmembers to a high level of 
UAS flight proficiency. Develop and conduct scenario based 
exercises to ensure coordination among supported  LEA/first 
responder elements. 

 
• Phase II – Operations. Deployment within the Jurisdiction of 

the agency. Includes an evaluation by the FAA of a UAS 
exercise to demonstrate the competency and safety of the 
Proponent’s program.  
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Potential Areas for Section 333 

FILMING | POWER LINE INSPECTION | PRECISION AGRICULTURE | FLARE STACK INSPECTION  
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Petitions for Section 333 Exemption 
• More than 150 companies have filed Petitions for 

Exemption based on Section 333* 
– Precision agriculture 
– Geospatial mapping 
– Flare stack monitoring 
– Shipping/delivery 
– Aerial film and photography 
– Real estate 

• First six Exemptions granted September 25, 2014 
– Movie and television companies; petitions for exemption 

coordinated through MPAA; seventh granted early October 
• Additional companies expected to submit Section 

333 Petitions for Exemption in the coming weeks 
 
 

*as of November 24 
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Small UAS Rule 
• Required by Section 332 of the FAA Modernization 

and Reform Act of 2012 (FMRA) 
– “… a final rule on small unmanned aircraft systems that 

will allow for civil operation of such systems in the 
national airspace” 

• Key initiative for introducing commercial UAS 
operations safely into the NAS 
– Plan to release Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 

in late 2014/early 2015 
– Small commercial UAS projected to be largest growth 

sector 
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• FAA published guidance after recent incidents involving the reckless 
use of unmanned model aircraft near airports and involving large 
crowds of people 

• FAA issued the notice to provide clear guidance to model operators on 
the “do’s and don’ts” of flying safely in accordance with the 2012 FAA 
Reauthorization Act and to answer questions regarding the scope and 
application of the rules 

• Clarifies: 
1. Model aircraft must satisfy the criteria in the Act to qualify as model aircraft and to be 

exempt from future FAA rulemaking action 
2. Consistent with the Act, if a model aircraft operator endangers the safety of the NAS, 

the FAA has the authority to take enforcement action against those operators for 
safety violations 

• Posted to Federal Register on June 23; public comment period 
produced more than 30,000 comments  
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/06/25/2014-
14948/interpretation-of-the-special-rule-for-model-aircraft 

Interpretive Rule 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/06/25/2014-14948/interpretation-of-the-special-rule-for-model-aircraft
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2014/06/25/2014-14948/interpretation-of-the-special-rule-for-model-aircraft
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• Currently receiving ATO/WOC reports of 
airborne events (sightings, incidents, NMACs) 

• UAS Event Tracking System – “UETS” under 
development 
– Will enable the FAA to better track, analyze, and respond 

to both airborne and ground-based events 
• Needs to be a two-way conversation with law 

enforcement and FAA 
– Conceptually UETS should have a law enforcement 

portal for officers to both see events that have occurred 
in geographic areas, and also report events 

• Before UETS goes live (still in development 
phase), we need to receive incident reports on 
any UAS-related event from law enforcement 

 

UAS Incident Reporting 
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Questions? 
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