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Presentation Notes
This presentation presents a summary of the 2012 fire season and an outlook for the 2013 fire season.

The first part of the presentation summarizes the 2012 fire season.
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The 2012 fire season was slightly below normal for number of reported wildfires (90 percent of the 10-year average). There were 67,774 wildfires reported nationally (compared to 74,126 wildfires reported in 2011).

A total of 4,244 structures were destroyed by wildfires in 2012, including 2,216 residences, 1,961 outbuildings and 67 commercial structures. This is well above the annual average of 1,416 residences, 1,253 outbuildings and 46 commercial structures destroyed by wildfires (data from 1999 to present). Colorado accounted for the most number of structures lost in 2012: 656 residences and 162 outbuildings (no commercial structures were reported lost).
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The chart depicts the total number of fires by Geographic Area, comparing 2012 to each Geographic Area’s 10-year average.  

Based on a 10-year average, four Geographic Areas reported above average fire occurrences in 2012: Eastern Great Basin, Northern Rockies, Rocky Mountain and Western Great Basin Geographic Areas.
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This graph shows the percentage of all fires that occurred in each Geographic Area.  Note that nearly half of all fires occurred in the Southern Area, which is essentially the Southeast quarter of the continental United States, and one-sixth of all fires occurred in the Eastern Area, which is essentially the Northeast quarter of the continental United States.
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The number of acres burned in 2012 was 9,326,238, or 128 percent of the national 10-year average. Eastern Great Basin Geographic Area led the nation with nearly 1.9 million acres burned. The Northern Rockies, Northwest and Rocky Mountain Geographic Areas also burned more than one million acres each in 2012.
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The chart depicts the total number of acres burned by Geographic Area, comparing 2012 to each Geographic Area’s 10-year average.  

Eastern Great Basin, Northern California, Northern Rockies, Northwest, Rocky Mountain and Western Great Basin Geographic Areas all experienced above average acres burned. Fifty-one fires exceeded 40,000 acres in 2012, ten more than in 2011.
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This graph shows the percentage of all acres burned that occurred in each Geographic Area.  Note that almost two-thirds of the acres burned occurred in the northwest quarter of the continental United States, made up of the Rocky Mountain, Northern Rockies, East Great Basin, and Northwest Areas.  The two Geographic Areas making up the eastern half of the continental United States, which had the greatest percentage of fires – Southern and Eastern Areas with 62 percent of all fires – only had 10 percent of the acres burned.
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Significant Fire Activity
There were 1,270 large or significant wildfires reported in 2012. This is down from the 1,655 large fires reported in 2011, and well below the record 1,748 large fires reported for the same period in 2006.  August alone had 313 new large fires reported (201 is average for the month). 

Significant fires are defined in the National Mobilization Guide as fires that are a minimum of 100 acres in timber fuel types, 300 acres in grass and brush fuel types, or are managed by a Type 1 or 2 Incident Management Team.
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This chart depicts the number of significant fires by Geographic Area in 2012.  There were 476 in the eastern half of the continental United States (SA and EA), and 540 in the northwestern quarter of the continental United States (RM, NR, EB, and NW).

The Whitewater-Baldy fire was the largest wildfire in New Mexico history. The Long Draw and Holloway fires were among the largest in Oregon history.
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Wildland fire in the United States is a truly cooperative discipline, as these statistics show.  All personnel and equipment meet the same standards, and data is provided centrally to identify trends and metrics.

This chart shows a breakdown of the number of fires by agency, with State/local/other being lumped together.  Obviously, this has the largest number of fires with over 51,000.  Forest Service had about 7,100, Bureau of Indian Affairs had over 5,700, and Bureau of Land Management had over 3,000 fires in 2012.
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This chart shows the percentage of acres burned by agency.  36 percent of the acres burned in 2012 were on BLM land, 29 percent was on National Forest System land, and only 9 percent was on BIA land.  Fires on state/private/other lands, while comprising over 75 percent of all fires, only burned 24 percent of the total acres.




Wildland and structural 
firefighting resources can be 

mobilized to/from anywhere in 
the country 
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The National Interagency Coordination Center (NICC) in Boise, Idaho and 11 Geographic Area Coordination Centers (GACCs) across the country use the national firefighting mobilization system to provide personnel, equipment, and supplies to State, local, tribal, and territorial agencies involved in wildland, rural, and urban firefighting operations.  The system is used in every State and by all Federal wildland fire agencies to mobilize wildland and structural firefighting and incident management resources across the country.

The national firefighting mobilization system can move firefighting resources anywhere in the Nation within 24 to 48 hours. NIMS-typed firefighting assets are available to support local fire departments for wildland and structural fires and other emergencies under the Stafford Act, including firefighter hand crews, engines, water tenders, dozers, air tankers, and helicopters.  

Firefighting personnel, vehicles, and other resources are coordinated by the GACCs.    The NICC  coordinates the mobilization of national firefighting and incident management assets such as aircraft and Type 1 IMTs. 



    2012  10 Year Avg. 
Type 1 IMTs:   52  44 
Tactical Crews:  1,083  980 
Engines:   1,651  1,215 
Overhead:   12,151 11,698 
Type 1 Helicopters:  171  185 
Type 2 Helicopters:  198  214 
Air Tankers*:   409  265 
 
 
* = Includes military MAFFS support 

Resource Mobilizations Processed 
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Requests for firefighting resources placed to the National interagency Coordination Center during the 2012 fire season was above the 10-year average in most categories. Filled requests for Type 1 IMTs, overhead, engines, crews and heavy air tankers all exceeded their respective 10-year averages. In fact, heavy air tanker mobilizations (including MAFFS and 9 Canadian air tankers) set a new record. 

Filled requests for Type 2 IMTs, Type 1 helicopters were near average, and requests for Type 2 helicopters were below average. 

National Type 1 IMTs were mobilized 52 times (up from 37 in 2011), and spent 692 days on assignments (up from 520 days in 2011). This includes two Hurricane Sandy assignments.  All 16 teams had at least one assignment. 

Type 2 IMTs were mobilized 158 times (up from 114 in 2011), for a total of 1,591 days assigned, up from 1,245 days in 2011 (figures include both national and regional teams). 

There were three Area Command team mobilizations in 2012.

The four National Incident Management Organizations (NIMOs) were mobilized 13 times in 2012, including four Hurricane Sandy assignments.
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The national preparedness level has not reached PL 5 since 2008.  In 2012, it was at PL 4 for 45 days (June 27-July 17 and August 8-September 2), compared to only 7 days in 2011 and none the prior two years.  The ten-year average for days at PL 4 or 5 is 34 days.

In 2012 the national Preparedness Level (PL) was elevated to PL 2 on May 15, then to PL 3 on June 11. On June 27 it was elevated to PL 4 and remained there until July 17 when it dropped back to PL 3. On July 26 the PL was reduced to 2, where it remained until August 2 when it was elevated back to PL 3. On August 8 the PL was again elevated to PL 4 where it remained until September 2 before dropping back to PL 3. On October 1 the PL was again reduced to PL 2 through October 16 when it dropped to PL 1 for the remainder of the year.



Hurricane Response Support 
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The 2012 hurricane season tied with four other years (1887, 1995, 2010 and 2011) as the third most active Atlantic season on record. The only hurricane that saw a significant wildland fire resource commitment was Hurricane Sandy, which made landfall in New Jersey on October 29.  There were a total of four National Incident Management Organizations, two Type 1 IMTs, nine Type 2 IMTs, and 43 crews from 17 states mobilized to Hurricane Sandy assignments.  These assignments included emergency road clearing, managing mobilization centers and staging areas, coordinating emergency response, supporting local emergency operations centers, and assisting with emergency response planning.




2013 Fire Season Outlook 
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The second part of the presentation provides an outlook of the 2013 fire season.




Fire Season Timing 
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Late May precipitation across much of the western U.S. has delayed the early onset of fire season.  Fire season will occur on a much more normal time frame across the northern portions of the West while still being one to two weeks early across California and Nevada, especially in areas to the south where heavier fuel types coincide with worsening drought conditions.

Cooler and wetter weather across much of the Northwest and northern Rockies will allow a normal to possibly even later than normal onset of fire season. 

In the Rocky Mountains and central Plains fire season should begin close to its normal time. Recent precipitation has reduced drought conditions and green up is occurring; however, southern Colorado remains extremely dry and could see earlier fire problems. 

Across the eastern U.S. from the Mississippi Valley to the East coast, cooler temperatures and above normal precipitation prolonged green up. Wet conditions in the spring have limited fire activity. Expect fire activity to remain lower than normal especially as tropical activity beings to develop. 

The Alaska fire season is delayed somewhat in the southern half to two thirds of the state due to ample snowpack and cooler temperatures. This has probably only abbreviated the beginning of the fire season as it will likely peak as usual in July and also end normally. 
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June
Significant fire potential will be above normal for much of the interior mountains and foothills of California, the Sacramento Valley, and adjacent lower foothills as well as the coastal areas.

Significant fire potential will increase to above normal in Arizona, western New Mexico, and far southern areas of Utah and Colorado.

Significant fire potential will be below normal from Oklahoma and North Texas to Maryland, the south Atlantic States and Puerto Rico.
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July
Significant fire potential will be above normal over much of California, Oregon, south central Washington, western Idaho, and far northern Nevada. Fire potential will return to normal over Arizona, western New Mexico, and far southern areas of Utah and Colorado by mid July.

Significant fire potential will remain below normal for the south Atlantic states and Puerto Rico.
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August and September
Above normal significant fire potential will continue in California, Oregon, southern Washington, western and central Idaho and northern Nevada, and expand into southwestern Montana.

Significant fire potential will be below normal along the mid and south Atlantic states and Puerto Rico, and become below normal in southwest Texas.




Questions? 

Gordy Sachs 
U.S. Forest Service, Fire & Aviation Management 

gsachs@fs.fed.us 
202-205-1132 (DC) 

540-265-5122 (Roanoke) 
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These statistics and outlooks are available at www.nifc.gov. 
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