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—— "’f \ Learning Objective: The student shall identify what information is available on youth firesetting in his or her community.
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$279 million in direct property loss. In
addition to the dangers of firesetting, many parents are unaware that juveniles can be prosecuted for
starting a fire once he or she reaches his or her State’s age of accountability.

Understanding the youth firesetting problem in your community is the first step in developing a youth
firesetting prevention and intervention program. Collecting the available information on the youth
firesetting problem in your community will demonstrate to the community the need for a firesetting
intervention program and will answer the following questions:

L. Who is setting fires in your community?
2. What kinds of fires are being set by children and adolescents?
3. What costs, such as deaths, injuries, property damage, etc., are associated with these fires?

Knowing the extent of the problem will encourage individuals and agencies to support a program to meet
the needs of the community. Demonstrating the need for a program based on current youth firesetting
data from your community is the first step in identifying and justifying the need for a youth firesetting
intervention program.

Remember, many fires set by youths never get reported to fire or police departments. The development
of your firesetting intervention program might be the catalyst to get these fires reported.

Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Youth Firesetter Prevention and Intervention, February 2011.
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