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Cardiovascular & Chemical Exposure to Firefighters
Hazards to firefighters on the fireground have changed in the past 30 years as house-
holds contain more furnishings made of plastics and synthetic materials. These not
only increase the speed of the fire but also create much more dangerous smoke and
gases, exposing firefighters to even more related health issues.

The National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) is hosting a webinar focusing on the
lllinois Fire Safety Institute’s (ISFS) recent research on cardiovascular and chemical
exposure risk. It will give an overview of recent studies conducted at IFSI Research,
the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, and Underwriters Laborato-
ries and focus on some leading health risks on today’s fireground and training ground.

This webinar will describe studies and initial results, such as the “Interim Report: Car-
diovascular and Chemical Exposure Risks in Modern Firefighting” (PDF, 6.69 Mb). It
will also provide guidance on where to find more information as it is released.

The free webinar will take place November 17" from 1:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Eastern.
Interested parties must register, and all access information will be emailed with the
registration confirmation.

(Source: IESI)

Developing Cross-Jurisdictional Legal Documents
Cross-jurisdictional arrangements are an evolving way for state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial public health services to creatively meet the needs of their populaces within the
bounds of money constraints and other challenges. Examples of cross-jurisdictional
sharing includes:

* Regionalization/consolidation of two or more health departments;
* Sharing staff;

» Sharing services or facilities;

* Managing administrative services.

The Center for Sharing Public Health Services has extensive resources for offices
looking to create such arrangements, including a resource library, newsletters, webi-
nars, and a roadmap for developing and implementing cross-jurisdictional sharing.

These agreements can turn into legal nightmares if the foundation and paperwork
have not been properly established. Their newest guide “Developing Legal Docu-
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ments Governing Cross-Jurisdictional Sharing Arrangements” (PDF, 347 Kb) walks
you through the steps to create a solid legal agreement, including defining the
issue, the desired outcome, and parties involved; determining who is authorized

to sign and approve changes; outlining a dispute resolution process; determining
funding and cost-sharing; and other legal issues.

Note that this document is general guidance and does not replace true legal ad-
vice, which should be sought in any cross-jurisdictional agreements.

(Source: Center for Sharing Public Health Services)

NIH Disaster Research Response

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Disaster Research Response Program
(DR2) was formed to help fill the gap in clinical research in disasters and public
health emergencies. It is the national framework for research on medical and public
health aspects of disasters, and will help researchers better see how disasters can
affect communities and how exposure to disaster-related hazardous substances
can affect the health of responders.

DR2 supplies access to libraries, collections, and databases from multiple federal
agencies, universities, and organizations. These include Disaster Lit, part of the
National Library of Medicine collection, the Complex Emergency Database, and the
Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER).

The site also provides links to funding opportunities for grant money, training
resources, information on past tabletop exercises, and updates on projects and
program goals. These will help researchers better understand the issues and
make better plans and decisions on public health emergencies, thereby improving
post-disaster research and response.

(Source: DR2)

Identity Theft Victims Assistance Network

Very, very few of us have gotten through the past 20 years or so without having our
identity or information stolen or otherwise compromised in some way, whether it be
full-out identity theft or a mystery charge on a debit card. Often after these inci-
dents we’re not sure we've taken all the steps necessary to clean up the mess or to
help ensure it won’t happen again.

The Office of Justice Programs supports the National Identity Theft Victims As-
sistance Network for organizations who help identity theft victims, including law
enforcement agencies, attorneys, and victim advocate groups. The network’s
resources for these agencies include an ID Theft Toolkit, resource map, and online
training.

Agencies who advocate for victims might consider collaborating with other such
agencies in their areas to form a local identity theft support network using these
resources to better respond to identity theft incidents. In addition, those looking
for assistance can look up the closest network to them on the Resource Map. The
map also provides state-specific details on types of crimes and related laws.

(Source: National Identity Theft Victims Assistance Network)
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