Portable Generator

Fire Prevention and Home Fire Safety

About 3,500 Americans die each year in fires and about 18,300 are injured. You can stop the fire
before it starts. Use this fact sheet to learn how to prevent a fire in your home and know what to do if you have
a fire.

Stop a portable generator ﬁre, before it starts:

» Always use genera-
tors outside away
from doors, win-
dows, and vents.
NEVER use genera-
tors inside build-
ings or partially

» If you must connect a generator to house wiring,
have an electrician add the appropriate equipment.
Your utility company may be able to put in an appro-
priate transfer switch as well.

» Before refueling the generator, turn it off and let it
cool. Fuel spilled on hot engine parts could burst

into flames.
enclosed areas,
even with ventilation. » Store fuel outside of living areas in clearly labeled,
) . non-glass containers, away from fuel-burning
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for use. .
appliances.

Keep the generator dry. Place the generator on a dry

> Put battery-operated or plug-
surface under an open, canopy-like structure. y-opP pig

in (with battery backup) (a]
» Dry your hands before touching the generator. carbon monoxide alarms in R—
. : . your home, following the -=Ell=-=)
Plug appliances directly into the generator or use a y . . \ _
manufacturer’s instructions. 3

heavy-duty outdoor-rated extension cord. Make sure
the entire extension cord is free of cuts or tears and the

plug has all three prongs; especially a grounding pin.

Test carbon monoxide detec- : ||

tors often and replace batter-
. Carbon
ies when needed. monoxide alarm
» NEVER plug the generator into a wall outlet. This
can cause utility workers and others using the same
transformer to receive a shock and die because of the
electricity.

Be prepared for a fire:

» One of the best ways to protect yourself and your family is to have a working smoke alarm
that can sound fast for both a fire that has flames, and a smoky fire that has fumes without
flames. It is called a “Dual Sensor Smoke Alarm.” A smoke alarm greatly reduces your chances
of dying in a fire.

P Prepare an escape plan and practice it twice a year. Make sure everyone in your family
knows at least two (2) escape routes from their bedrooms.

To learn more on how you can help prevent fires and fire deaths, please contact your
local fire department's office phone number (not 911) or visit www.usfa.fema.gov.

FEMA'’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to
build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate
all hazards.
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