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Fire department runs by major incident type category (2020)

Percent of runs
0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0

Overpressure rupture/
explosion (no fire)

Severe weather/
natural disaster

Special incident type

Hazardous condition
 (no fire)

Fire

Service call

False alarm/false call

Good intent call

EMS/rescue 64.2

11.7

8.0

7.6

3.9

3.4

0.8

0.2

0.1

Source:	 NFIRS 5.0.
Note:	 Total does not add up to 100% due to rounding.

I n  2 0 2 0 ,  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s 
responded to 26,959,000 incident 
runs or calls as reported to the 
National Fire Incident Reporting 
System (NFIRS).

O f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  r u n s , 
17,297,200 (64%) required 
emergency medical services 
(EMS) and rescue services.

EMS-designated calls were, by 
far, the leading specific type of 
fire department run within the 
EMS and rescue service calls 
category (68%), followed by 
medical assists (14%).

Specific types of fire department calls within the EMS and rescue service 
incident type category (2020)
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Source:	 NFIRS 5.0.
Note:	 Total does not add up to 100% due to rounding.

For more information on fire department runs in 2020, view the full report “Fire Department Overall Run Profile as 
Reported to the National Fire Incident Reporting System (2020)” at https://www.usfa.fema.gov/data/statistics/reports/.
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